
+

Why use technology to support 
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Overview

• Why use technology to support teaching and 
learning? 

• Using technology to support collaborative learning



What is driving elearning?



+
Changing conceptualisations of 
the role of HE



+
Massification of HE



+
Increasing marketization of HE



+
Focus on student experience & 
learner-centred pedagogy



+
Pressure to  cater for “Net 
Generation”



Policy Context



https://www.teachingandlearning.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/DSFramework2015.pdf



DIT Context

http://www.dit.ie/media/aboutdit/documents/Strategic%20Plan%20to%202019.pdf



http://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2017/04/DIT-Strategic-Dialogue-C2-Self-Evaluation-Report.pdf
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DIT’s Graduate Attributes 

Collaborative worker 

Excellent communicator 

Active team player

Digitally literate



+

Why collaborative learning?

Potential challenges & how to 
overcome these

Tools and strategies



+

Why engage students in collaborative 
activities? 



Why engage students in collaborative 
activities?

- Engage students (decrease attrition)

- Build community 

- Facilitate peer learning / knowledge construction  

- Address need for human interaction

- Model how work unfolds outside classroom

- Develop student skills in communication, team work.
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What collaborative tool(s) have you 
used and how have you used them? 

http://bit.ly/2FOXZUt
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https://edshelf.com/shelf/suebecks-collaborating/
https://edshelf.com/shelf/suebecks-collaborating/
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Collaboration

https://edshelf.com/shelf/paulinerooney-collaboration/
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What challenges have you faced 
during online collaborative work? 
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http://bit.ly/233nBxv
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Evaluating collaborative 
mindmapping in TELTA (Challenges)

www.wordle.net

What problems did you have?

http://www.wordle.net/


+
Evaluating collaborative 
mindmapping in TELTA (Tools)

What tools did you use?
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What would make your team function 
better in future tasks?

 Additional synchronous time for collaboration 
 Schedule at end of webinar

 Agree initial actions/deadlines straightaway 

 Communicate clear schedules among team members

 Appoint a team leader

 Better workload balance among team members

 More notice of group tasks



+
What students felt they learned

 More time needed in order to be able to focus on process 
more

 Need for ongoing communication (not last minute!)

 Value of peer feedback

 Needed for greater diligent, decisiveness and clarity in what 
you want to achieve

 Challenge of reconciling different perspectives

 Challenge of maintaining momentum



Any Questions???

Dr. Pauline Rooney 

Pauline.rooney@dit.ie

@paulinecieo

mailto:Pauline.rooney@dit.ie
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